FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

Island adventures

The tookh wobbles its last on the night before
we cateh the boat to Fitzroy 1sland - and yes,
the Fairy manages to track us down - leaving vy
with a functioning (albeit depleted) set of pearly
whites, I'm delighted, as Fitzroy is even better
equipped than the Low Isles as a place to teach
childran how to snorkel.

For starters you can stay avernight an the
island, in beautifully appointed self-contained
gapartments that directly averlook the sea.
Secondly, the main beach is carpeled in bits
of coral, which tinkle like glass as the waves
lick them and prevent sand from kicking up
and ruining the visibility. Fitzroy doesn't gt
the day-tripping crowds that fleck to nearby
Gresn Island either, o it’s possible to get entire
sactions of the beach to voursealf.

Here colourful coral gardens sproul in waist-
deep water just metres from land, and kids can
observe scores of vivid fish simply by dipping
their faces beneath the surface. Turtles are
numerous but even if you don’t spok one in
the acean, you can visit the new turtle hospital
that's recently opened an the island, where the
kids can see these amazing animals up close and
lzarn all about them. The island has a PADI dive
centre too, offering courses to children eight
years and alder.

There are a number of bushwalks around
the island, including an adventurous hike to the
highest point via the lighthouse, and another to
the Secrel Garden and NMudey Beach, which is

v ) best avoided, unless you want Lo see more . - AR e TR
REH{EEEIEN?US I Ol i I ]{ ni [J |{]H than you bargained I:_wr. I* }i:"'l I Ii !“ . ] oY
ol Kids under 12 stay & eat hee Alternating between snorkelling, WHEN TO TRAVEL
wandering and bouncing around on thea E Far North Queensland is best enjoyed
The refurbished Rendezvous Reef Resort offers floating trampoline in the bay, our days June-Septemiber
affordable one, two and three bedroom pass guickly. My mission to engage lvy's i GETTING THERE '

self-contained two storey villas,each offering an
enormous 110 square metres of space, each
with a garden or pool view, balcony or patio and
fully self contaired kitchen,

Cairns Airport is the gateway to
Trapical Morth Cusensland with flights
available from all major Australian
cities. Toget from Cairns b Port

intarest in the underwater world is boosted
by the fact that owr visit coincides with
a conference of marine biologisls, who
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